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Récently'lqhave made an attenpt at keeping a Journal, and I thousght I would
share some of my. reflections with vou, as T would never manage to share all this

:-in every letter I write. 5o here goes.....

MARCH 23: In Poustinia today. lListened to a tape of one of Catherine's lunch
talks (lov.12-76). It was another explanation of 'poustinia' as a way of life.

I quote: . "Poustinia is a way. of life, and it is true, it is a free way of life.

There is. nothing that. you have to do once you close that door,--nothing. You don't
have to knit, or to stuff envelopes, etc. If you are there 3 days, you can urite
letters, or not write letters; it makes no difference. You can sleep, stand on you
head, it makes no difference, hecause you are with God.

. There are certain 'works' that you can do, but it does not matter; like the
hermits of old, they made baskets; they sold some, tore up the rest and started
all over. It is indifferent and does not matter, you are uwith God.

':it,is"a ﬁaj of life;
It is a free way of life;
Just to listen to Godea...

It is a relentless way of 1life;

there is always more.
It is not scheduled.

To.live without schedule is hell for some peoplel--

The_schedule is love. It is 1ike a honeymoon.

Just, to listen to God. It is a way of life, a free way of 1ife;

It is like going meeting God.

The Poustinia is a way of life, and we only begin to understand it...."

MARCH 24: fve of the Annunciation; my favourite feast; 48 years ago on that
day I made my 'promises'; earlier than customary, because I was leaving for Java
(former Dutch Last Indies). I joined the community nearly 2 years before, on
August 15, 1927. '

This evening at the island chapel we sang and recited the entire Acathist Hymn
from the Byzantine iissal, in preparation for tomorrow's feast. It was led by
Archbishop Raya who did most of the chanting, alternating with the men in the choir.
It is a very exciting, colourful, theological and prayerful hymn to Our Lady. It
dates from 532 and is to the 3yzantine Church what the rosary and the litanies are -

the Latin Rite. "There is in the Oriental Rite Church no better prayer expressing . .. .

and veneration for iary. All the figures under which she has been represented in t':
Scriptures are repeated here, not in the form of a dry emummeration, but as apvnlied *
her by the living people of the Gospel, vho thus participate in the universal conce:-
of praise to slorify the cother of God." An idea for Waxwell perhaps? ‘le were

originally called "The iiomen of Jazareth! and the 25th of arch is our feast day.

-ﬂARCH:é7:' Passion Sunday. "Third scrutiny" of ‘iaya, a lLatvian refugee, who m
be received into the church at haster: a happy way to introduce a catechumen

.gradually into full communion. It moes back to the early Church practice; the pray:. .
are simple and meaningful.



{ARCH 28: The ¥rench edition of POUSTIITA is out and covies have reached .
The title is: '"Poustinia, le désert au coeur des villes" A good subtitle. It is
"traduit de 1ltaméricain®!

HARCH 29: Found an interesting book in the ¥H "exhibition corner", entitled
"ohaping History Throush Prayer and Fasting" by Derek Prince. Jt is staggering to
find how many world events, wars, calamities have heen affected "throush the simnle
but powerful tools of prayer and fasting,” both in the 0ld Testament and up to the &..
century. Also how many American presidents have called for days of prayer and

fasting to prevent or stop-a war or a major calamityl.....

APFRIL 2: Visit from Father John ifain, 0.5.3., Prior of 3aling Abbey, who is a’ .
forming groups of lay Reople in Christlan.meditation and the 'prayer of the heartt.
A recent weekend at liaxwell was hooked beyond capacity. He is obviously meeting a
need. -fr. John is in Canada at the request of the Archbishop of iontreal te discus:
the possibility for a Prayer House. I showed him the island chapel and my:poustini:
and we had a good talk. It is interesting that his own deep interest in prayer
started when for a time he was in the Zritish diolomatic service in India, where he
met a “swami" who taught him 'the prayer of the heart'; he had to visit him regular:
once every week throughout his time in India and keep up 2 daily routine of prayer.
Zack in UK he became a 3enedictine monk and is now at faling Abbey, London, where,
among other things, he leads prayer groups which he forms for 6 months in a‘wraelglyjE
session of an hour.. Delighted that some of the waxwell crew have gone to these '
sessions.. Fr. John left soon after hreakfast the next day, hoping to call in at
the il Prayer touse in Ottawa on his way to iiontreal. ' -

PAL:i SUADAY: After downpours early on, a clear sunny day. At 9 Al the
enlarged congregation (iaster holiday visitors) sathered outside the Chapel in the
Woods where cedar twigs and branches were distributed. Then they processed round
the outside of the round chapel singing the 'Pueri Judasorun',--~in English of
course--and waving the branches at each Hosanna. There was a stiff breeze and the

branches in the high trees of the island were waving solemnly in the wind, as if

Joining irn the Hosanmast The choir was at its best; the sermon by Archbishop Raya '+ '~

and gripping; ths congregation spontaneously clapped and sang !God grant you many
years! to the beloved Archbishop. '

HOLY WsiK: The readings this week are frequently from Isalah, for some time
already a special friend, full of fire and of tenderness; it touches me each year,

" 'The Lord called me before I was born
-+ from my mother's womb he proncunced my name...
- and hid me in the shadow of His hand.....,Is.49
and the next day:
=/ 'The Lord has given me a disciple's tongue.
o » 50 that I may know how to reply to the weéaried
;... he provides me with speech.
- Lach morning he wakes me to hear,
to listen like a :disciple.
The Lord God has ovened my ear'.....Is.50

- CAULDY THURSDAY: A quiet, peaceful day. At 4 P, the cucharistic Liturgy,
followed by the Paschal Supper--(we were about 1%40)-when a huch roasted Paschal lar:

-' 18" carried in on a kind of stretcher by four of the men. It is based on the Jewish

celebration and’was vrobably the meal Christ had with His apostles just before le w. .
to Gethsemane. UDuring the Liturgy this Pii, at a given moment all the priests
reneved their vows; very impressive. LT



GOOD FRIDAY: Today we had two services: first the usual one at 3 Fii: the Goc'
¥riday Liturgy, with the resading of the Passion and the death of Christ. Then at
8 Fil there was 'the 3urial of Christ Service'! from the Eastern Liturgy. In front of
the main altar was a kind of bier and a coffin covered with a purple and gold
enbroidered cloth, and, laid on top, a painting like a small Icon of the dead body
of Christ. It is called the ipitaphion, or Tomb of Christ. Archbishop Raya in mit::
and velvet cope intoned the ceremony. The Chapel was full to overflowing, but they
made room somehowt for the 3ishop to circulate many times round the whole area of the
chapel with a thurible, incensing the crowd and once with a bottle of scented water
'in memory of the ointment-bearine women, who came to the tomb and sprinkled -yrrh
and spices'---an iastern touchi The vrayers are beautiful and new (to mel). At the
end, the coffin with the imaze of the dead Christ is carried round the Church with
more singing and incense and metanies and 'kissing! of the cross and eventually the
Zpitaphion. Ifinally the latter is lifted high, and one by one we passed under it

synbolize our own passing from death to life. It was an unusual and original ceremc:

though it vas long and exhausting--(2% hoursi). However, the meaning of it lingers
in the mind like the lavish incense in our clothest

To me that 3urial Service brought the whole of Holy iieek together in one long
sustained entering in the Passion, the Death and the Burial of Christ, with the
Resurrection just round the corner. In the Burial Service at B P according to the
iastern Rite on Good Friday,--following after the ilestern Liturgy at 3 Pd,--the
alternating of .jestern and tastern music and liturgy came to a peak of perfection
never before achieved. The singing was constantly of high quality and the reading
clear and svstained. The unfamiliar and almost festive liturgy of the burial servi: .
relieved the black zloom that, in my mind, used to hang over the Good Ffridays of the
past, with the long, long wait till Easter morning. The saster Liturgy on 3aturday
night at 11 Pii was a glorious, jubilant ceremony; full of light and joy and song.--
At some stape iaya was received into the Church.

waster Day and Baster Lionday another typical il way of celebrating. After the
festive Caster breakfast at 1 Aii, the day is free until dinner time at 6 Pu.
Easter llonday, ditto--with iass at 5 Pil. The kitchen is open to all, te make
thelr own snacks. Plenty of eggs, bread, butter, ete. available. A wonderful way
of relaxing in a large family.

APRIL 13: iy birthday. I thought I had kept it dark, but when T walked in
for lunch I was greeted with a many volced: "God mrant you many years...3 x's,
God grant you nany, any, many years'l and a hugk birthday card signed by all.
That was that, I thought, and so about 9 P I withdrew to my voustinia. I had
hardly been there 5 minutes when there was a knock at the door and a couple of staf’
members came in with their hands full of all kinds of delicacies to have a party!
2y 9:30 we were about 25 and packed like sardines. It was heartwarmninzt At 10 P
they vanished in the darki......Another year gone,--or beguni whichever way one
looks at it. There certainly is never a dull moment in my 1life here, and there
never was! Alleluiat
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(as from) Piazza .an Calisto,l6
00153 Roua
July 24th, 1977

Dear Yvonne,

I was very happy to get your ZDaster letter ( and hand~written
additions ) last month, snd to have a glimpse of your "way of life",
It is cood $o know that you are just there "with God", wnd that in
some way, all of those who have any link with you ( and T like to be
of the number ) are also present in your "‘istening®,

You will notiee the “as from", I an actually staying for a we
with ¥Frances 5ecott in ‘msterdam~Bi jlmermeer ( a worldin itself Y. He
- with whom Pr.nces shares the flat - is at a weaving course in Finl .
ihis is, I think, the first time for years that I have travelled any-
where wi hout a meeting to attend.

To-morrow we shall be visiting the filtenberg ( but in a rathe
"marginal" wey, for I believe there iz a Z%en course in Progressi),
I hope to see Lydwine before I leuve, ag well as Patricia. YTesterday
sazw Ve in ner "Hof", and also Ruth at the Begl jnhof,

I shall be sending this from Rome and will inelude = cireuvlar 1
drafted ecarlier this ye r to explain to friende ang (non-0atholie)
cousing in ‘ugitrelia what my new sifuation isnvolves. I am no longer
the "first woman" in the Roman Curis!! There have, of course,been
others during all these yesrs, and there still are. But, as you wil:
see, the reorganization of the "Laiyy Council" has - temnorarily,et
leagt, elinincted the only post for & woman ( or lay person ) at the

level of "Under-3eeretary". I hope they will find other ways really
involve more women responsibly, not for the sake of "power", but fox
the quality of ¥pastoral reflection" at the level of the universal
Chureh. Jrope Paul understands this - but not 211 his co-workers in
Curial

I had known tle re might be a chenge in my situation, for I had t
ten years in the "Consilium de Laicis', but I had rather expected ic
stay on in come other capescity, or perhaps to g0 to some othey Vatic
office. It eame as a complete surprise when I was told in -‘ecember
thatv ny one cowrse at the lLateran was to be "expanded"™ into a full-t
"professorship" at the Pastoral Institute. 7This will become fully
effective with the new academic year in October. It is demanding wor .
many ways and hes to be constantly "invented", but it is well worth
while, and it is a way of using whatever experience I have gathered -
these many years of coungresses, ete,! I3 is quite a different relat. -
ship to "the clergy".

I will probably have less opportunity of travelling than in the -
- although you never know. I was invited lsst year ts the Jucharist: -
Congregs in Philadelphia for the Yomen's ijay, and found nyself on a
platforn with lother Terese and Dorothy vay ( a memoradble experience’

Australia especially 4s rather beyond my mezns. There are still
people I would like to sees - 0ld friends, gisters-in~law,nieces and
nephews, ete., ete., but I have no one left of ny iumnediqte family.n.
lagt of my three brothers died three years ago.,

ilaria Carosi sends speeial love, .he has now retired from work.
is 72 ( retiring age is 70 at the Vatican ). he keeps very well, [



which were & big strain for ‘aria. I was afraid .zris nicht have ¢
breskiown after the mother's death, but fortunately she pieked up
very well.

dJuly 29th, Lone

nother died five yeers cgo ( aged 91 ), alter two verrs of 11%&@38,

fh]

Back to thé heat of xome { Holland was cool and cloudy ), but
is rather weaceful during tnis holiday period,

I had a very good visit o Lrdwine., Frances and 1 had intended

slaying for cofiee, but the conversation contlinued as we atc our
sanawiches and Lydwine proviaed abundant tea and other good Tiing
found her in excellent form, looking much betier than when I saw

“r

LOW O JEAYE ago, and full of many interesis as well as that of her
Zracieh lessong 1o = viry Giversitied “"pubiic®.

AT the Tiltenbere, we tiptoed through the corridor teo Lhe chs
wille the Z¢n piople were relaxing clsewhere; -nd we 2lso vig ted
grave of Mlizabeth deid, B8rigid Huizinga wse ihere, too. She is
leave in Holland; out will probably come bLack for good, from Lesc

in 2 courple of yeurs time.

AL Fatricia's homo we listencd Logether 1o o recording of ac
“rowm Ausiuraliz, scul st Lhe wine of Lheir celebratlion laetv sarch
Viedy 40LL anniverssayy.  SheYnovemens"- s very diffferont snow, but
SE€€AS whicll Nave Deon sown have #iven life in many UNEXDECLEG way

The Interastionsl Pregsidenv, Simone iagher; is in Ausiralia s
sregent. She ent on tlere, 1 Think, from U.5.L4. It does not seo
what Gre=ilvilie will be closed, There Las becn talk of 11, but i
imericans { or some of theom ) had assured LDydwine that it would n

scld, and I 46 not think iviat Simone would ineist when she saw th
gituntion =2t first hand.

+t is 2 ceazy world. In .-OMe , a8 clsewnere -~ und rore 8o, in
wAYE = we Nive violence, poiitical and OlLerwise, cconomic crisis
say cotning of pornography and Lhe abordtion campaign { witn naus
aemoustrations, invelving Leen-zge glrls )... buil Lhere are also
good things hayrening. You will have encush to wray for. I thin
we should pray especially for politicians, those who are capable
~becoming truly Cnristian statesmen( or -wonient!). And. for our Ere
- Yope, attacked on the right and ihe left and suffering from his a
tis, but iruly a “friend of God%. 1n spite of rumoure, I do not
he will resign, and I hope and pray thav it will never come to hi
ieeling obligcd to do so. 1In my own family, I would like = nraye
one of my sisters—-in-law, who is dying gr dually of multiple scle
znd terribly Erustrated. -



